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Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, I 

have no further requests for time, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
TERRY). Without objection, the pre-
vious question is ordered on the con-
ference report. 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the conference report. 
Pursuant to clause 10 of rule XX, the 

yeas and nays are ordered. 
Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-

ther proceedings on this question will 
be postponed. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.J. Res. 76, and that I may 
include tabular and extraneous mate-
rial. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 

f 

FURTHER CONTINUING APPRO-
PRIATIONS, FISCAL YEAR 2004 

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
pursuant to House Resolution 430, I 
call up the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 
76) making further continuing appro-
priations for the fiscal year 2004, and 
for other purposes, and ask for its im-
mediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the title of the joint 
resolution. 

The text of H.J. Res. 76 is as follows:
H.J. RES. 76

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That Public Law 108–84 is 
amended by striking the date specified in 
section 107(c) and inserting ‘‘November 21, 
2003’’. 

SEC. 2. Section 8144(b) of the Department of 
Defense Appropriations Act, 2003 (Public Law 
107–248), as amended by Public Law 108–84, is 
further amended by striking ‘‘November 7, 
2003’’ and inserting ‘‘November 21, 2003’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 430, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. YOUNG) and 
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. 
OBEY) each will control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. YOUNG).

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, this continuing resolu-
tion, H.J. Res. 76, just extends the date 
of the previous CR until November 21. 
There are no additional changes. It just 
continues the anomalies that were in-
cluded in the previous continuing reso-
lutions. So there is really not much to 
debate here except the date. 

I would take just a minute and say 
that the House passed all of our bills in 
the summer, but the other body has 
not concluded all of its bills yet. But 
we are making some progress. This 

morning we concluded the conference 
meeting and the conference report on 
the energy and water appropriations 
bill. In addition, we appointed con-
ferees this morning in the House on the 
foreign operations appropriations bill. 
So there are three other bills presently 
in conference, labor-HHS, transpor-
tation-treasury; and as I said, foreign 
operations for which we appointed con-
ferees this morning. There are still 
four bills that the Senate has not 
passed; but, Mr. Speaker, we are hoping 
that we can conclude those and get to 
the conferences and get the appropria-
tions business for this year completed.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self 10 minutes. 

Mr. Speaker, I think this would be a 
good time to try to analyze exactly 
why we are in the situation of having 
to again ask the House to pass yet an-
other resolution keeping the govern-
ment open until we finish our appro-
priations work. I note in the 
CongressDaily A.M. edition of this 
morning that there is a headline on 
page 12 which says: ‘‘Senate Nearing 
Halfway Point on fiscal 04 Appropria-
tion Bills.’’ I thought that when a race 
was run that it would be over when it 
was over. But the fiscal year ended on 
October 1 and what this headline indi-
cates is that the other body had not 
yet even run half the race. So I concur 
with the gentleman that a lot of these 
bills are dragging because the Senate 
has not yet been able to take them up. 

But I think we need a little bit more 
detailed description of what has hap-
pened. As I see it, there is one bill 
which is hung up, the Labor, Health 
and Human Services bill, which is hung 
up because there are deep divisions be-
tween the two parties in this Congress 
about how adequately education is 
funded in that bill, how adequately re-
search is funded under NIH; and there 
is also, I think, a deep division between 
us on how workers ought to be treated 
with respect to their overtime rights. 
And because our party believes that 
the bill is woefully inadequate on all 
three of those counts, we have not sup-
plied votes for it on this side of the 
Capitol and are still hoping that the 
majority will come to its senses in 
terms of recognizing the need to at 
least provide the money which was pro-
vided in the Republican Party budget 
resolution for education and for special 
education. 

But once we get beyond the Labor, 
Health and Human Services bill, I find 
the story even more interesting. The 
other bill that was passed with deep di-
visions between the two parties in this 
House was the District of Columbia ap-
propriation bill. That bill passed al-
most exclusively with Republican votes 
because the Republican majority saw 
fit to include the controversial issue of 
vouchers. So they went beyond where 
they could go and still maintain a bi-
partisan consensus for that bill and in 
the process lost the votes of most of 
the people on this side of the aisle. 

In the other body, the other body has 
not yet even taken up that bill because 
not only Democrats, but I think mod-
erate Republicans in that body, recog-
nize that that bill was passed by the 
House in a shape too partisan or at 
least too ideological in order to be able 
to pass muster. So that is being held up 
for that reason. 

Then we have the Energy and Water 
appropriations bill which passed both 
Houses with over 90 percent of the 
vote. In fact, the Senate vote was 
unanimous; and yet because of major-
ity party scheduling decisions in the 
Senate, that bill was not considered 
until September 16 even though it 
passed the House on July 18. And I 
want to say that I am happy that fi-
nally today we have come to an agree-
ment in conference. I think the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Chairman HOBSON) 
did a good job on that. But, nonethe-
less, it was the majority party sched-
uling problems in the Senate which de-
layed consideration of this conference 
until this week. 

Then we take a look at the Military 
Construction bill, the bill that was just 
disposed of. That bill passed unani-
mously in this House, and it passed by 
a vote of 91 to 0 in the Senate. It passed 
the Senate on July 11, and yet the bill 
was held up until today because of dif-
ferences within the majority party 
about how the funds ought to be allo-
cated. Then if we take a look at the 
Transportation bill, that bill passed 
the House very late in the cycle, Sep-
tember 9. It took that long to pass it 
because the subcommittee produced a 
product which not even the majority 
party Members in this House could sup-
port without substantial repair. Fi-
nally, after it was somewhat repaired, 
the bill passed the House with 85 per-
cent of the votes of both parties; and 
yet it did not pass the other body until 
October 23, some 3 weeks after the 
deadline for the fiscal year.

b 1500 

So, again, majority problem sched-
uling problems determined the delay 
for that bill. 

Then if you take a look the budget 
for the Department of Veterans Affairs 
and Housing, that bill passed with over 
75 percent support in both parties when 
it passed the House. The other body has 
not yet taken up the bill. So, again, we 
have scheduling decisions by the ma-
jority party which have determined 
that this bill will be late to the gate. 

I think there is an understandable 
reason for that, because the substance 
of the bill is unacceptable in large part 
to the veterans community in this 
country because it shortchanges need-
ed veterans funding by more than $1.3 
billion. So I do not blame the majority 
party for being discombobulated be-
cause it is having a debate with itself 
about how it can correct that problem. 

Then we have the Foreign Operations 
bill, which passed the House on July 24. 
It did not pass the Senate until Octo-
ber 30, 1 month after the expiration of 
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